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Jurisdiction of a court over the subject matter of a case is commenced with the filing of a 
complaint, petition, or other pleading. 


A court's subject matter jurisdiction must be properly invoked! and perfected” by the institution 
of proceedings by the parties,” employing some sort of initiating procedural mechanism,” such as 
a pleading, complaint, or information” stating a case belonging to the general class over which the 


court's authority extends.° 


The failure to adhere to the requirements governing the proper nature and filing of case-initiating 
documents, even when characterized as substantive requirements, will not necessarily deprive a 


court of subject matter jurisdiction.’ If a statute is merely directory and procedural, the failure 
to follow a procedural requirement will not prevent a court from exercising its subject matter 
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jurisdiction unless a party can show some resulting harm or prejudice.® However, a court cannot 
exercise is subject matter jurisdiction if the requirements of a the controlling statute have not 
been met and the statute is mandatory containing prohibitory or limiting language with respect 


to the court's subject matter jurisdiction.” The failure to comply with a statutory jurisdictional 
prerequisite is a defect that goes to the court's subject matter jurisdiction, meaning a statutory 
prerequisite that defines, enlarges, or restricts the class of causes the court may decide, or the 


relief the court may award, and is a jurisdictional statutory requirement. '° Courts are reluctant 
to define statutory prerequisites as jurisdictional because doing so means that a judgment will 


never be considered final if the court lacked subject matter jurisdiction. |! The mere enactment 


of statutory filing deadlines or notice requirements does not affect a court's fundamental subject 


matter jurisdiction nor deprive courts of subject matter jurisdiction.” 


Because subject matter jurisdiction is conferred solely by constitutional or statutory provisions, "> 


the parties' actions in the litigation cannot confer the court's subject matter jurisdiction, when it 
is lacking, whether by acquiescence or consent, waiver, estoppel, appearance, or silence, 4 and 


once it is properly established, the parties' actions cannot take it away. 15 Tt follows that a failure to 


i?* 


object to the court's subject matter jurisdiction is immaterial, ” and the challenge may be raised at 


any time,!’ even after judgment and even for the first time on appeal. = 


Once a court has acquired subject matter jurisdiction, challenges to its subsequent rulings and 


judgment are questions incident to the exercise of jurisdiction rather than to the existence of 


jurisdiction. “ 
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